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MCS Film Featured in Film
Festival
by Earthwalker | Aug 16, 2023 | Art, Chemical Sensitivity

News, POLICY/ACTIVISM | 3 comments
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Congratulations to filmmaker and artist Marie LeBlanc — her

short film (8 minutes) Multiple Chemical Sensitivity &

Environmental Illness-Awareness & Acknowledgement has

been selected by Bistrita Romania International Film Festival

(BRIFF) and will be shown August 18-20 2023 via

FilmFreeway.com!

Members of the MCS community featured in the film include

Doreen Dougherty, Paul Smith, Scott Killingworth, Susie

Molloy and her dog Gracie Lou (in alphabetical order of first

name). Paul Turgeon provided editing.

This will be the 4th film festival that Multiple Chemical

Sensitivity & Environmental Illness-Awareness &

Acknowledgement has been a part of.

The film was displayed at the Canadian Museum for Human

Rights in Winnipeg, MB, Canada, during the fall of 2022 and

at Mentoring Artists for Women’s Art (MAWA), also in

Winnipeg. The short film features stories from people living

with Environmental Sensitivities/Environmental Illness

including Multiple Chemical Sensitivity (MCS),

Electromagnetic Hypersensitivity  (EHS) and Mold Illness. 

See BRIFF on Instagram for more information.

To view the film while it is playing at BRIFF on Friday Aug 18

(#2 on the list) click here.

Read more about the film on the filmmaker Marie LeBlanc’s

Facebook post.

If you miss the festival you can always view the short film on

YouTube here. Please subscribe to Marie LeBlanc’s channel
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while you’re there and share widely. Marie is hoping to reach

500 subscribers. Let’s help her reach her goal!

About Marie LeBlanc

Marie LeBlanc is a self-taught multidisciplinary artist.

Through photography, multimedia projection, short film,

performance and wordsmithing she explores themes related

to landscape, isolation, beauty, health (mostly Environmental

Sensitivities) and nature. Capturing faces, shapes, shadows

and reflections with digital and on-camera effects, often

superimposing her own reflection, she seeks to embrace the

present moment and the ethereal world around her. In the

winter months, she travels to the U.S. desert in a cargo van

adapted for safe housing to ease the symptoms of

Environmental Sensitivities (ES). She advocates for those

(including herself) living with Environmental Sensitivities

She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Human Geography and

Sociology from the University of Manitoba. She has

participated in the Making Our Mark II Printmaking

Mentorship Program at Martha Street Studio, the Artist In

Residency Program at Artbeat Studio and the Art Salon

Program at Arts AccessAbility Network Manitoba (AANM).

Her story and artwork have been featured in interviews,

articles and newsletters throughout Western Canada, the US,

and MCS Aware (UK). She was recently awarded Microgrants

from Mentoring Artists for Women’s Art and AANM for the

completion of Overdressed.

Marie often participates in meetings and coalitions to have

the needs met for those living with Environmental
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Sensitivities. In 2022 and 2023 Marie participated in the

Parks Accessibility Conference (Canada).

Her 3 most important projects to date include:

The 3-time award winning short film Multiple Chemical

Sensitivity & Environmental Illness-Awareness &

Acknowledgement was selected to be featured in the

Bistrita Romania International Film Festival, in

Transylvania, Romania from August 18 to 20, 2023. Click

here for the announcement. The film was displayed at the

Canadian Museum for Human Rights fall of 2022 and

MAWA featuring stories from people living with

Environmental Sensitivities/Environmental Illness

including multiple chemical sensitivity (MCS),

electromagnetic hypersensitivity (EHS) and mold illness

she met along her journey. Click here for the film. (8 mins)

WHO says we need fresh air?! – has traveled throughout

Manitoba, to Edmonton, Jasper and Arizona. Quotes from

individuals across the globe afflicted by Environmental

Sensitivities/Environmental Illness are projected onto

buildings, structures, billboards, screens and monitors.

The full video series for your information: click here

Overdressed was Marie’s most impactful photography

project. In the series she wore a blue evening gown

(mostly) in the desert where she performed every task on

Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs in the blue evening gown and

hiking boots. The dress represents how everything is like a

special event and how tired she is after that event.

Overdressed project: https://aanm.ca/overdressed – You

can scroll to the images after the artist statement.

Environmental Sensitivities includes Multiple Chemical

Sensitivity, Electromagnetic Hypersensitivity, and Mold

Hypersensitivity. People experience adverse reactions to

various things in the environment such as perfumes,

cleaning chemicals, smoke, electrical devices, electronics,
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cell towers, mold, 5G, foods, paint and so much more. The

effects can be irritating to completely debilitating often

affecting many organs.

Marie’s website: www.marieleblanc.net – her blog has the

most up-to-date information.
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Earthwalker is the username that PT
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ago when first creating Planet

Thrive.

Julie's (Earthwalker's) life was

derailed over twenty years ago when

she had a very large organic

mercury exposure after she naively

used a mouth thermometer to

measure the temperature of just-

boiled milk while making her very

first pizza at home. The mercury

instantly expanded into a gas form

and exploded out the back of the

thermometer right into her face.

Unaware that mercury was the third

most neurotoxic element on Earth,

Julie had no idea she had just

received a very high dose of a

poisonous substance.

A series of subsequent toxic

exposures over the next few years --
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to smoke from two fires (including

9/11), toxic mold, lyme disease, and

chemical injuries -- caused

catastrophic damage to her health.

While figuring out how to survive

day-to-day, and often minute-to-

minute, she created Planet Thrive to

help others avoid some of the

misdiagnoses and struggles she

had experienced.

She has clawed her way over many

health mountains to get to where

she is today. She is excited to bring

the latest iteration of Planet Thrive

to the chronic illness community.

In 2019, Julie published her very

first cookbook e-book called Low

Lectin Lunches (+ Dinners, Too!) after

discovering how a low lectin, gluten

free diet was helping manage her

chronic fascia/muscle pain.
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This site uses Akismet to reduce spam. Learn how your

comment data is processed.

Thankyou so much Julie for

writing this and for your

continued support to help all of

us.

earthwalker on August 16, 2023

at 11:02 pm

You are very welcome Marie.

Thank YOU for all the art,

advocacy + education you do

for those with MCS and related

conditions!

Marie on September 25, 2023

at 6:53 pm

You are welcome
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Rise of Raven Woman

by Julie Genser | Mar 11, 2023

Performance artist and long-time Planet Thrive family member Monet

Clark has been recognized in a feature article.

read more

Mast Cell Activation + MCS

by Julie Genser | Sep 13, 2022

Dr. Lawrence Afrin discusses MCAS + MCS on the latest episode of The

Chemical Sensitivity Podcast.

read more

Mast Cell Activation + MCS
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New Book: You’ve Got What it Takes

by Julie Genser | Sep 19, 2022

Amelia Hill publishes a companion book of rousing motivational quotes.

read more

empowering the environmental illness
community
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Coping Strategies for

Severe Sensitivities

• Ovenless Kitchen

• Laundry

• Heating Options

• Mattress/Bedding

Options

• Reading Boxes

• TV/Computer Boxes

• Tent Living Part 1 •

Parts 2 & 3

• EI Homelessness:

Shelter + Security •

Water, Food +

Hygiene • Clothing •

Survival Gear • First

Aid
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