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Marie LeBlanc is a
Winnipeg based artist who
grew up in The Pas and
she returned to her home-
town to help raise aware-
ness on MCS (multiple
chemical sensitivity). Not
only is LeBlanc affected
by MCS, she also hopes to
raise awareness though
projecting quotes from
different people who are
suffering from MCS onto
different buildings in vari-
ous towns. This week on
Tuesday night she did
some projecting on the
side of the building where
the Opasquia Times is
located.

“l am projecting
quotes from people all
around the world who are
suffering from multiple
chemical sensitivity, envi-
ronmental sensitivity,
mold exposure, Lyme, all
those environmental con-
ditions and their struggles,
especially to find housing
and just their mere sur-
vival,” LeBlanc said,

adding, “you can feel the
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cries of the people for
help, it’s all around the
world. There are no bor-
ders, MCS has no borders,
but it seems like the bor-
ders are stopping people
from getting any help
because you try and go
across the border to the
states because that’s a
warmer climate. People
are living in tents here in
Canada, they’re living in
tents in winter, they can-
not get any help whatsoev-
er. The organizations are
having a challenge provid-
ing help to people,” said
LeBlanc.

She calls this project
the #endangeredhuma-
nartproject.

MCS covers a wide
range of different symp-
toms and it is also known
as environmental illness
or environmental sensitiv-
ity, sick building syn-
drome, idiopathic environ-
mental intolerance, and
other terms. It can also be
difficult for doctors to
diagnose and impacts a lot
of people.

“In the studies it’s
about three to six, or three

Community

Raising MCS awareness one projection at a time

to nine per cent but there’s
more. So (even) three per-
cent of however millions
we have in Canada is a lot
of people and a lot of them
can’t get diagnosed
because it’s very hard to
diagnose and there’s limit-
ed doctors.”

People suffering from
MCS often have problems
getting housing that does-
n’t conflict with MCS, but
it is also an accessibility
issue as they often have to
go inside buildings for
medical care, goods and
services, as well as jobs.

“Housing is one of the
more crucial elements for
people with multiple
chemical sensitivity and
the environmental sensi-
tivities. If they don’t have
that safe housing, they
really don’t have a chance
because they need a place
to breathe and be healthy,
then they may be able to
function and have a better
quality of life. Some may
be able to go off and work,
some may not but every-
body deserves a chance at
life,” she explained.

There have been other
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places in North America
that have made accommo-
dations to help people
with MCS.

“There are places that
have created things like in
Arizona, they have created
some places for people,
but it’s been a challenge to
have something created
here in Canada,” men-
tioned LeBlanc.

She contacted a num-
ber of people in various
levels of government in
trying to raise awareness
of MCS or implementing
change to accommodate
people with MCS.

“I’ve approached all
levels of government. I
spoke with someone, I’'m
not sure if it was (with)
Manitoba Housing, but
according to them I guess
it’s a lack of funding, and
I’ve written letters to
Prime Minister Trudeau
and all levels of govern-
ment in relations to all the
accessibility needs and it’s
a challenge,” LeBlanc
added.

LeBlanc speaks about
her personal problems that
she has when dealing with

everyday things that
impact her because of
MCS.

“It’s a challenge for
me because I have to
worry about certain new
products that will be out-
gassing or off gassing
chemicals like formalde-
hyde; it all depends on
what it is. I have a hard
time with new products
and also with used prod-
ucts because there could
be mold or pesticides, or
pet dander or things like
that,” LeBlanc  said,
adding, “it affects my
brain, it effects how I'm
thinking, cognitively it
affects all my organs in
my body. It’s a physiolog-
ical condition, for me
housing has been my
biggest challenge,”
LeBlanc explained.

With so many people
being impacted it isn’t
without its causalities as a
number of people she per-
sonally knew passed away
due to complications from
MCS.

“My friend Eliana
from Mexico, who also
suffered from MCS,

recently lost her life along
with (fellow sufferers)
Lauren and Nancy in their
struggle to find a safe
space to live with access
to healthcare, transporta-
tion, food and water.
Eliana had moved 73 or
more times in the past few
years.” she wrote in an
email to the Opsquia
Times the next day. “I am
dedicating my “WHO says
we need fresh air?!”
quotes to my friends
Eliana, Lauren and Nancy
and all of the folks living
with MCS,” said LeBlanc
in an email to the
Opasquia Times later on.

In addition LeBlanc
has written a few articles
on her problems with
MCS on the website com-
munitynewscommons.org
where she talked about
trying to raise awareness
on MCS and its impacts.

According to LeBlanc
there is also a stigma sur-
rounding the discussion
on MCS, and that there are
many people who are
affected by it and they
don’t realize it.
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Summerberry Trappers
Compensation Settlemer.

Friday, August 25, 2017 at 5:00 PM
Cormorant Lake School in Cormorant, MB

Saturday, August 26, 2017 at 1:00 PM
The Metis Club Room in The Pas, MB

All eligible recipients will be required to sign a receipt
and provide photo ID at the meeting.

For more information, please contact Terri Chevrefils,
Summerberry Compensation Coordinator —
First Preference Trappers at the Manitoba Metis
Federation Home Office.

204-586-8474 ext. 378 or terri.chevrefils@mmf.mb.ca
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Housing is a major issue facing those with MCS
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“There are just too
many people facing the
stigma and they want to
talk but they have no one
to talk to. Last year I came
here and had some photos
out during one of your
street fairs, and they were
happy that I was raising
awareness.

| had one of

my friends go in
a bubble and
approach the
legislature

Some people are too
afraid and I would be too,
but I’'m not anymore, I
went public. I went to the
legislature last year, I had
one of my friends go in a
bubble and approach the
legislature on Multiple
Chemical Sensitivity
Awareness Day because |
was trying to represent
safe housing or the lack
thereof,” LeBlanc said.

Toxic mold exposure
is one of the biggest prob-
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LeBlanc was projecting quotes from people who are impacted by MCS Tuesday night, and she plans to do so again tonight.

lems for people suffering
from MCS, LeBlanc men-
tioned, and it is almost
impossible to have some
resemblance of living a
normal life.

But she has been
receiving support locally,
Sound Innovations has
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We provide emergency shelter 24 hours,
7 days a week for women & their children in
crisis situations.
We also operate a 24 HOUR CRISIS LINE,
providing support and counselling,
by phone to the general public.

Please call 204-632-5497 Crisis Line in The Pas.
CRISIS LINE: 1-877-977-0007
BUSINESS LINE: 204-623-7427

CALL US - WE CARE!

The Pas Committee for Women in Crisis

Avrara House and My S'ster's House

WANT TO IMPROVE YOUR LIFE?

Come back to school and graduate with a
Provincial Grade 12 Mature Student Diploma

REGISTER NOW

KELSEY LEARNING CENTRE
Mary Duncan School

60 3¢ St. W.
204-623-1420

www.kelseylearningcentre.com

New semester starts on September 8
with mandatory orientation & assessment.

Fee structure has changed.
There is a registration fee of $50
which will reserve a place for you
and a caution/lab fee of $50

If you work hard and make attendance a priority
you will achieve your Grade 12 for only $100.

OFFICE HOURS
8:30 am - 4:00 pm
Monday to Friday
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donated $200 for gas so
she can keep traveling and
raising awareness, she also
wanted to thank the people
of The Pas for all their
support.

She will also be doing
more projecting on the
same building Friday

night, with quotes from
people locally, provincial-
ly, nationally as well as
globally who are afflicted
with MCS. She also sug-
gested that people come
fragrance free when going
to checking out the projec-
tions Friday night.

If you happened to be
in Winnipeg on September
30, LeBlanc will also be
around during the Nuit
Blanche Culture Day hop-
ing to raise more aware-
ness about the issue.

LeBlanc is also look-
ing for more quotes to use,

so if you are suffering
from MCS and want to
raise awareness, you can
contact her via email at
toxicnomad911@gmail.co
m or on her Facebook
page Marie LeBlanc
Artist/Street Photographer
Winnipeg.

Our community is making the right call.
We’re saving energy, money and
the environment.

Reduce your home’s water heating costs with
Water & Energy Saver Kits, call 1-877-326-3488.

Make energy efficient upgrades to your small business
with Power Smart Shops, call 1-877-326-3488.

Retire your old second fridge or freezer. Call

Make the call. Join

your neighbours and

1-855-537-4343 to arrange for a free pick-up.

take advantage of
these free offers by
Manitoba Hydro.

Working together to be leaders in energy efficiency.

partnering for
sustainability
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